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Welcome to the latest edition 
of your events diary and 
newsletter for Fenland Branch 
of Oddfellows.

As a local Branch of a national 

membership organisation called the 

Oddfellows, we offer you a great 

opportunity to make new friends and 

enjoy a variety of activities. We also 

provide our members with a range of 

advice and support services when you 

need them. We are basically a group 

of friends brought together through 

shared interest in socialising, making 

friends and helping people.

This issue features details of all our 

upcoming events from dining out to 

trips out plus lots of other activities. 

All our news is now included in this 

publication and that too has a new 

look and feel.

Everyone is welcome at Oddfellows 

events. Even if you are not a member, 

we want to extend an invitation to 

you and your friends to attend any  

of our events that take your fancy 

- we like to think that we can 

guarantee you a good time.

Contact Details
For more details about any of 

the events listed, membership 

and the wide range of benefits 

available, please call:

District Secretary: Claire Streater

Address:

104 Westbourne Road

Chatteris

Cambridgeshire PE16 6HG

Telephone: 01354 694322

Email: 

claire.streater@oddfellows.co.uk

A bit about us...
The Oddfellows is a friendly society with Branches across the UK.  

Through friendship and social events, we help our members get more 

enjoyment out of life, and offer care, advice and support in times of need. 

Find out more at www.oddfellows.co.uk or call 0800 028 1810.

Front cover: Chatteris photo by Rob enwiki - Own work, CC BY-SA 3.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=7577428

We hope you can join us for our social events!
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diary
April 2026
Tuesday 28 - Spring Lunch, 12.30pm 

We always enjoy the food at The 19th Hole! Book 

by Monday 20 April. Cost as per menu. Address: 

The 19th Hole, Thorney Golf Centre, English Drove, 

Thorney, Peterborough PE6 0TJ. Contact Sandra 

on 07906 025566.
       

May 
Wednesday 13 - Lunch at Secret Garden, 12.30pm 

Always a popular venue. Book by Wednesday 

6 May. Cost as per menu. Address: The Secret 

Garden Touring Park, Mile Tree Lane, Wisbech 

PE13 4TR. Contact Sandra on 07906 025566.

June 
Friday 5 - National Flag and Peak of Comfort, 7pm 

Our annual unregistered Branch meeting followed 

by fish and chips supper. Cost as per menu. 

Address: The Methodist Church, 24 Queen Street, 

Whittlesey, Peterborough PE7 1AY. Contact Sandra 

on 07906 025566.

       

Sunday 14 - Oddfellows Brass Band Concert, 2pm 

We look forward to welcoming you to our 

afternoon of musical entertainment from 

Oddfellows Brass. In aid of the Chairman’s chosen 

charity - Royal National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI) 

Sheringham Life Boat. Cost includes tea and cake. 

Book by Friday 29 May.  Cost: £15 for members 

and £20 for guests. Address: The Great Barn, Knights Hill Hotel, South Wooton, 

King’s Lynn PE30 3HQ. Contact Sandra on 07906 025566.

       

July 
Sunday 5 - Summer BBQ, 1pm 

We are enjoying the surroundings of Dales Farm 

as hosts Michael (Chairman) and Jo welcome us to 

their garden. Book by Friday 3 July. Address: The 

Dale Family Farm, Floods Ferry Road, Doddington, 

March PE15 0UT. Contact Sandra on 07906 025566.
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diary
July      

Wednesday 15 - Ely Boat Trip, 11am 

A trip on the boat surrounded by the beautiful and 

historic city of Ely. Followed by optional meal. Book 

by Monday 29 June. Cost to be confirmed. Address: 

Ely riverside, Ely CB7 4BB. Contact Sandra on 

07906 025566.

       

August       

Wednesday 12 - Lunch at The Admiral 

Wells, 12.30pm 

Always a treat to go to The Admiral Wells for lunch. 

We hope that you can join us. Book by Monday 3 

August. Cost as per menu. Address: The Admiral 

Wells, 41 Station Road, Holme, Peterborough  

PE7 3PH. Contact Sandra on 07906 025566.

Join the conversation @OddfellowsUK
Share your news, start a conversation or simply stay up-to-date! If you’re 

on Facebook, make sure you’ve liked and followed our Oddfellows social 

media pages.

Find us at OddfellowsUK

Circle
September for

new friendships

Who can you invite 

along to join in the 

friendship and fun?

All welcome

To see what’s on and find out more about 

Friendship Month visit www.friendshipmonth.com
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*Terms and conditions apply to the Refer a Friend offer. It cannot be used in 
conjunction with any other member offer. For full terms and conditions and for details 
of the rewards visit www.oddfellows.co.uk/offers.

Ref 1644

REFER A FRIEND

Share the love and  
make someone smile
To refer someone you know and make their  
day, either fill in the Refer a Friend form 
available from your Branch Secretary, or call 
Membership on 0800 028 1810, or visit our 
Members’ Area at www.oddfellows.co.uk

Oddfellows Travel 
2026
We have a great selection of 
escorted holidays for you to enjoy

Oddfellows Travel off er a selection of 
group holidays all hosted by an Oddfellows 
member. Why not break up your diary 
with a short UK getaway with us? 

Take a look at our upcoming holidays 
see www.oddfellows.co.uk/travel 
We’d love to have you along.

For Oddfellows Travel questions and bookings, contact 

Emma Gorst 0161 214 4634 or travel@oddfellows.co.uk
www.oddfellows.co.uk/travel

Oddfellows Travel holidays are arranged through 
third party providers, please reference their terms 
and conditions before booking. Find out more at 
www.oddfellows.co.uk/travel
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Interested in volunteering?
We couldn’t run all our events without our wonderful volunteers. There 

are lots of ways you can get involved as a volunteer, from one-off 

help to regular support. 

You can help us by:
• Welcoming members, guests and speakers at events

• Helping prepare teas/coffees

• Being the volunteer host at external events

• Organising events as part of a social committee

• Joining the Committee of Management

• Becoming a Volunteer Welfare Visitor or befriender 

Want to deliver a new activity?
We encourage all our members to arrange events for other members 

and friends. If you’d like help to run a new event, like a book club, 

singing group, a one-off walk in the country or coffee morning, get in 

touch and we’ll support you every step of the way.

If you’re interested in finding out more about helping us as a 
volunteer, contact Claire by phone on 01354 694322, email at 
claire.streater@oddfellows.co.uk

“Supporting events as a volunteer makes me feel more committed to the 
Oddfellows and what I do. I enjoy meeting up with other 
members/friends, any outings that take place, the lunches 
and some of the talks are especially interesting”. 
Cynthia, volunteer

VA50423/v1
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Society News
www.oddfellows.co.uk

Society News
www.oddfellows.co.uk

Thousands raised for Hurricane Melissa 

relief efforts by Oddfellows branches
The Oddfellows has donated £10,000 

to support the Jamaica Red Cross’ 

Hurricane Melissa Emergency Appeal.

Thanks to the generosity of Oddfellows 
branches across the UK, and with 
additional support from central funds, the 
donation will help communities affected by 
the devastating storm rebuild their lives.

Hurricane Melissa, a Category 5 hurricane, 
made landfall in Jamaica on 28 October 
2025. The strongest hurricane ever to strike 
the island, it caused catastrophic damage 
and impacted nearly 1.9 million people.

Essential supplies

The funds have been sent to the Jamaica 
Red Cross, via the International Federation 
of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
(IFRC), to support ongoing emergency 
relief and recovery efforts. This includes 
providing essential supplies, shelter, and 
longer-term assistance to those whose 
homes and livelihoods were affected.

Pam Casey, spokesperson for the 
Oddfellows, said: “When communities 
are devastated by disasters of this scale, 
the need for swift and compassionate 
support is critical. We are incredibly proud 
of our branches for coming together to 
raise these funds.

“Every contribution helps people to access 
shelter, food, and vital services as they begin 
the long process of rebuilding. 

“Supporting this appeal reflects the very 
best of Oddfellowship – standing alongside 
others in times of greatest need.”

The Oddfellows extends sincere thanks to 
everyone who contributed to the appeal and 
helped make this support possible.

Find out more

Further information about the 
Jamaica Red Cross’ Hurricane Melissa 
Emergency Appeal can be found at 
www.ifrc.org/emergency/jamaica-
hurricane-melissa

You can also learn more about how 
the Oddfellows raises money for good 
causes on our website at 
www.oddfellows.co.uk/about/
giving-back 

To find out how you can get 
involved with fundraising initiatives 
Oddfellows branches are 
conducting locally, speak to
 your Branch Secretary.
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Society News Issue 32

Talented trio win Educational Awards

We’re proud to announce our 2025 
First Degree Course Educational 
Award winners: Melanie Healy 
(Humber Wolds Oddfellows), Will 
Stevenson (Pride of Woolwich 
Oddfellows) and Emma Corbin 
(Worcester Oddfellows).

Each winner will receive a non-

repayable bursary worth £900 per 

year for the duration of their studies, 

which can go towards anything from 

text books and vital equipment to 

helping out with rent, bills and other 

practical items.

Jane Nelson, CEO of the Oddfellows, said:

It fills me with pride each year when we announce the winners of the First 

Degree Course Educational Awards, and I’m sure that Melanie, Will and 

Emma will work hard and have a wonderful university experience.

University is an exciting time, but it can also be quite stressful. I hope this 

money will go some way to help reduce some of the financial pressures 

that are a reality of being a student.

Melanie Healey, Humber Wolds Branch
In October 2025, Melanie began her Asian and Middle Eastern 

Studies course at the University of Cambridge. The four-year 

course will begin with learning Arabic language skills from 

scratch, building up her existing French language skills and 

looking at French Literature.

She says she is hoping to put the money towards travelling 

to French and Arabic-speaking countries for internships and 

exchanges to help sharpen these skills.

Melanie said: “I was delighted when I found out that I’d been chosen to receive the 

funding, and I would like to thank the Oddfellows for the grant.”

Although unsure what her career plans are at this stage, Melanie says she “would 

definitely like to work in a role that allows me to use my language skills".
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Society News Issue 32

More about our Educational Awards
Each year, our Fraternal Board chooses who will receive the Educational Awards 

funding, based on the applications received from members. To learn more about 

the awards, including the Apprenticeship Educational Award, eligibility and how to 

apply, visit www.oddfellows.co.uk/benefits/care/educational-awards.

Emma Corbin

Worcester Branch
Unbeknownst to 

either, Emma and 

Will have ended 

up on the same 

Geography course 

at the University 

of Durham.

Emma plans 

to put the money towards learning 

materials and field trips.

“I felt extremely grateful and lucky 

when I was picked as one of the 

successful candidates from what would 

have been many amazing applications,” 

she said. “I would like to say how 

thankful I am. It is a great opportunity 

to have an award like this available.”

Emma too hasn’t decided which 

direction she wants her career to 

take, but thinks her chosen course 

will provide her with a range 

of opportunities.

“It’s an increasingly relevant subject, 

considering topics such as climate 

change and geopolitics,” Emma added.

Will Stevenson

Pride of Woolwich Branch
Will started 

reading 

Geography at 

the University 

of Durham’s 

Trevelyan College 

in Autumn 

2025, where 

modules cover 

topics such as climate change, 

physical geography, human 

geography, geographical research and 

geographies in crisis.

The money, he says, will go towards 

the social aspects that university life 

has to offer, such as the Durham 

University Big Band.

Will said: “Hearing I was a recipient 

of the award was incredibly exciting, 

and I am extremely thankful to 

the Oddfellows for the trust and 

generosity they have offered me.”

Will also hasn’t mapped out his career 

plans at this stage, but says that’s one 

of the reasons the course appealed 

to him, given “the breadth of 

Geography and its wide application”.
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Society News Issue 32

2026: Time to make a financial plan

The year might have only just started, 

but we all know how quickly the 

calendar can flip. One minute it’s 

spring, and the next we’re wondering 

where the mince pies have gone. 

Taking a little time now to think about 

your finances before the new tax year starts 

in April can make life feel calmer and 

more organised.

Where to start?
A financial plan doesn’t have to involve 

spreadsheets or complicated formulas. 

It can simply start with a few questions, 

like: ‘What do I want to save for? Am I 

prepared for life’s surprises? Could my 

money be working harder for me?’

For some Oddfellows members, the focus 

might be on simply enjoying life or planning 

for the future. Others may also be thinking 

about the younger people in their lives – 

children, grandchildren, or that teenager 

who changes career ambitions daily. 

Small, regular contributions now could 

grow into something meaningful later.

Start saving
Lucky for Oddfellows members, our 

financial services arm, Unity Mutual, is 

close at hand. 

Unity Mutual is a regulated provider of 

ISAs and other savings and investment 

products, which means they follow strict 

rules designed to protect our members.

Unity Mutual’s Guaranteed Investment 

Bonds, including two, three and five year 

terms, offer fixed-rates for savers with 

a lump sum to invest, and Oddfellow 

members can benefit from preferential rates. 

Alternatively, ISAs are a tax-efficient way 

to save or invest, whether you’re building 

up funds to enjoy retirement or looking 

to help give your child a confident step 

into adulthood.

ISA Products available from Unity Mutual 

for Oddfellow members include a Lifetime 

ISA, a Flexible ISA and a Junior ISA, and 

you can also make the most of the Adult 

and Child Tax-Exempt Savings Plans.

Get in touch
And the good news? You don’t have to 

figure it all out by yourself. Unity Mutual 

is happy to chat with you about your goals, 

big, small, or somewhere in between.

Our friendly staff can provide information 

on what is available to you. They’ll talk 

through things in plain English, not 

financial jargon, so you can make decisions 

confidently and comfortably.

Terms and conditions apply to all products.

Find out more
Visit www.unitymutual.co.uk or call 
us for a chat on 0161 214 4650.
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Local Care and Welfare Support 
To request contact from a Welfare Visitor and for local help and information about  
Branch benefits and benevolence contact Claire on 01354 694322 or email  

claire.streater@oddfellows.co.uk

Oddfellows Members:
Do you need help?
None of us know what is around the corner…

Oddfellows Advice Line
Call 0800 0149 821*
(free to callers from any landline or mobile number)

Monday - Friday, 9.30am - 4.30pm

Email: oddfellows@citizensadvicemanchester.org.uk 

Run by Citizens Advice for Oddfellows members, you can access free, confidential, 

independent advice on welfare benefits, money and debt issues, consumer problems, 

housing, fuel bills, employment issues and many other issues.

*The Oddfellows cannot provide legal advice and accepts no liability whatsoever for advice 

provided by Citizens Advice, which is an independent advice agency. If you have any queries about 

the advice you have received or wish to make a complaint then you should contact Citizens Advice 

directly. Citizens Advice operate a formal complaints process.

Care and Welfare Helpline
Call 0800 0149 822
(free to callers from any landline or mobile number)

Monday to Thursday, 9.30am - 4.30pm, Friday, 9.30am - 4pm

Email: care@oddfellows.co.uk

Run by the Oddfellows Care and Welfare Department, you can access information and 

guidance on issues such as accessing health and care services, supported housing, support 

for carers, and planning for later life. The helpline will try and identify any Oddfellows 

benefits or services in the community which may be of help to you.

Visit our website page at www.oddfellows.co.uk/benefits/care  

for care and welfare information EDCWA50223



The Oddfellows is the trading name of The Independent Order of Odd Fellows Manchester Unity 

Friendly Society Limited, incorporated and registered in England and Wales No. 223F.

Registered Office: Oddfellows House, 184-186 Deansgate, Manchester M3 3WB

At a glance

Booking and Cancellations
Please remember the importance of early booking for all events to avoid 

disappointment or cancellation due to lack of support. Please note that a 

place is not guaranteed at any event until full payment has been received.

Do you have a story or great photograph to share?
Please send us your news stories! Or perhaps a picture with a caption! 

Email, post, hand in, or telephone. We’d love to hear anything heart-

warming, humorous, or simply very interesting!

April 2026   
Tues 28 Spring Lunch 12.30pm

 

May 
Wed 13 Lunch at Secret Garden 12.30pm

 

June 
Fri 5 National Flag and Peak of Comfort  7pm

Sun 14 Oddfellows Brass Band Concert 2pm

 

July  
Sun 5 Summer BBQ 1pm

Wed 15 Ely Boat Trip 11am

 

August  
Wed 12 Lunch at the Admiral Wells 12.30pm


